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in angry silence while his conduct was subjected
to a searching and a hostile analysis. So cruel are
the restraints placed on the tongues of Ministers,
and of all men Duff Cooper must suffer most when
he cannot speak out. The debate was distinguished
by an intervention by Winston Churchill, who liked
Duff Cooper and what he had said. No doubt the
Minister was grateful for what the great private
Member tried to do for him.
When Chamberlain succeeded Baldwin he trans-
ferred the War Secretary to the Admiralty. Duff
Cooper moved capably through his new and august
environment. When he severed himself from office
sixteen months later the slanderous whisper crept
around that the move was a good riddance, that he
had not been an efficient First Lord. This rumour
was as inaccurate as it was artificial and unchivalrous.
He was one of the best Departmental Ministers. He
has grasp, application and the faculty for harmonious
relations with his staff. This is not the precise point
at which to assess his judgment over Munich. But his
departure meant for the Government a diminution of
their total administrative ability.
Resignations seldom come about on the initiative
of the retiring Minister for some isolated dramatic
reason. Duff Cooper, one may safely conclude, like
Eden before him, endured to the limit the pursuit of a
policy for which his distrust grew daily. Indeed if
you read his speech of resignation you will see how
near he came to lingering on a little longer. It was
only the difference between Munich and Berchtesgaden
which finally brought him to the point of what was for
himself a momentous decision. Here is how he des-